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Mayor Cost Shares SCPVTF Progress 
By Myah and Kesley 

This newsletter celebrates the community around MMS, also known as Shoal Creek Prentice 
Village. The City of Montevallo recently received Community Development Block Grant Funds 
to fix streets, sewers, and sidewalks in the neighborhood to make it more safe and beautiful 

for all users. Although this will benefit the school, no funds are being used at the school itself.  

 Now that Mayor Hollie Cost has had some time to 
settle into office and work on the Shoal Creek/Prentice 
Village project for a while, we decided to sit down and ask 
her what she thinks so far. 

 When asked how the project was going in general, 
she replied that things had gone very well so far and that 
the city was just waiting on some paperwork to begin the 
actual work in the neighborhood.  She added that so far, 
“We have just been able to put most of the new plans on 
paper.” 

 That brought up the question of how she thinks the 
progress has helped Montevallo.  To that, she stated that 
she thought “it has helped simply because it has brought 
different people together around Montevallo.”  

 She continued the interview by saying that she liked 
what has been done so far with things like taking away 

some garbage and doing some yard work around some of the homes in the area. 

 Mayor Cost also said that her favorite part of working with the project was “Being able to 
see some homes that needed repair get fixed up and just being able to see different people 
work together.” 

 We also asked Dr. Cost about the improvements in the downtown area, like the pedestrian 
promenade leading from the main gate of the University of Montevallo all the way down to the 
corner of Orr Park behind McDonald’s. This area has been cleaned up, the sidewalks have 
been widened, and street lamps were added to provide lighting at night. 

 The mayor concluded by promising that this is only the beginning. She stated, “We are 
going to totally revise Main Street.  All of it is going to have a different look and feel within a few 
short years.  City Hall is going to have a new look, as well.” 

MMS Students Plan Cleanup Project 
By Amanda and Hannah 

 In connection with their work in publicizing the various Shoal Creek/Prentice                                 
Village projects, the sixth grade Montevallo Middle School gifted class is getting 
involved in cleaning up their own school.  They have named their effort the 
MMS Cleanup Project. 
 The class, taught by Coach Holsombeck, has already donated time by 
cleaning all the windows around the school that they could reach, and are planning more 
spruce-up activities both inside and outside the building. 

 Coach Holsombeck says, “We enjoyed our day of window cleaning, and we are looking forward to our next project.  
We’re taking our time selecting what we will do because of all the construction activities that are in the early stages at our school.” 

 The class has considered things like planting flowers, cutting grass, spraying environmentally safe pest deterrents, and pres-
sure washing the sidewalks and bricks around the school.  Mayor Hollie Cost even said that the class might be able to borrow city 
materials and tools to help with our efforts. 

 GRC students have also discussed the  idea of doing art murals and sculptures to put outside to make the school “look a little 
happier.” 

 The remainder of the possibilities include a recycling/compost area and ways to stop waste like food, paper, plastic bottles, 
and light bulbs.   
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 In our last newsletter, we featured Thomas “Top Cat” Lilly, one of the leaders in making 
the Shoal Creek/Prentice Village grant a reality.  This month, we talked to Mrs. Sharon 
Gilbert, the Project Director of Upward Bound at the University of Montevallo.  Mrs. Gilbert 
was another person who pushed for the grant and has worked closely with the City of Mon-
tevallo and the University of Montevallo to make these plans happen. 

 Mrs. Gilbert grew up in Ralph, Alabama.  She moved to this area in 1982 to attend the 
University of Montevallo and has been here almost ever since. 

 Ever since the idea of the Shoal Creek/Prentice Village project came about, Mrs. Gil-
bert says she has been very happy with the direction that Montevallo has been taking.  
She added that in the years that the university was not involved with the community, the 
town and the campus “seemed like separate worlds.”  

 When asked about her ideas for the grant money, she said that she would love it if we 
were able to tie in the grant money and “rehab” some of the homes in the area.  She thinks 
that the SCPVTF could really help improve the homes around the school zone.  One idea 
would be to demolish the ones that are broken down and unoccupied and help the neighbor-
hood look nicer. 

 Her role on the City Council of Montevallo has allowed her to work with the schools, Boys 
and Girls Club, American Village, and the University of Montevallo.  Having been able to work with all these groups has made 
her want to use some of our local resources to do something to help tie the youth to the community.  

Mrs. Gilbert likes the idea of keeping Montevallo moving forward and continuously improving.  She has proven herself to be a 

kind, loving member of our community and we look forward to working with her in the future! 

Montevallo Middle School Students Surveyed 
By McKenzie and Triniti 

Gilbert Shares Ideas About Grant 
By Michaela 
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 With all the changes going around and being discussed about the Shoal 
Creek/Prentice Village project, we decided to do a survey about what middle 
school students are thinking.  Our goal was to make more and more people aware 
of the project, beginning with kids our own age. 

 The first question we asked was “Do you know about the Community Develop-
ment Block Grant that the city of Montevallo received to renovate the neighbor-
hood around MMS?”  62.5 percent of students who responded said yes and 37.5 
percent said no.  That tells us that there are a lot of kids who know about the 
grant, but we still have work to do in order to get the word out. 

 Our next question was, “How would you improve the Prentice Village neigh-
borhood?”  The results to this question were more open-ended, so we put the 
great variety of responses into categories so that very similar answers could be 
combined.  The majority of the students would like to see improvements in the 
landscaping.  Close behind that was the idea that the houses could be renovated and made to be a little more attractive. 

 There were many students who responded that the littering around the 
neighborhood needed to stop.  Many suggested that if we had signs en-
couraging people to stop littering, it would help this community to “go 
green.”  One of the more positive results from this survey was the number 
of students who said they would gladly volunteer to help with projects 
around the area. 

 The final question asked if students felt safe at MMS. They were asked 

to rank their feeling of safety from 1 to 10, with 1 being the least safe and 

10 being the most safe.  Nineteen percent of all those surveyed ranked 

their feeling of safety between 1 and 3.  Forty-four percent found them-

selves in the 4-6 range, and the remaining thirty-seven percent ranked 

themselves between 7-10.  We think that we can do a lot more to make the 

citizens of Prentice Village feel safe and proud of this great community, 

and it is our hope that the grant makes all these things happen. 
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 During the early to mid-1970’s, Montevallo High 
School became one of the greatest basketball dynas-
ties in the history of the Alabama High School Athletic 
Association. 

 The Bulldogs’ amazing run that began in 1972 and 
ended in 1977 included two AHSAA Class 2A state 
championships, two second place finishes, and two 
third place finishes.  The Shoal Creek/Prentice Village neighborhood includes several 
players who competed for those state titles, and we sat down with two of them, Franklin 
Bell and Henry White, to talk about their teams’ accomplishments. 

 Bell played both basketball and football for MHS, and states that “It felt good to win a 
state (basketball) championship two years in a row.”  Bell played on the teams that won 
the title in 1974 and 1975, as did White. 

 Both players said that the teams’ work ethic and practice habits were the key to win-
ning and that developing a tempo and team chemistry were important to the players and 
coaches. 

 In 1974, under head coach Gary Fleming, Montevallo defeated Cherokee Vocational 
School 52-42 to earn the school’s first state championship in basketball.  The very next 
year, MHS brought home another state title for Fleming, knocking off Colbert Heights 67-
58 in the tournament finals. 

 According to a game program that White still keeps among his souvenirs, the other 
members of the 1975 team were Braddy Brown, Thomas Brown, Terrence Chappell, Bry-
an Cottingham, Sidney Fields, Robert Jemison, Terry McCarey, Roger Moore, James 

Reed, Hal Ray, and Maurice Reed. 

 The Bulldogs narrowly missed a third straight championship in 1976, losing to Colbert Heights by just three points in the 
title game, and lost to St. Jude 67-51 in the 1977 finals. 

 White recalls the desire the team had to keep the tradition going. “I got pulled up from the junior varsity when I was in ninth 
grade,” he says.  “I remember that when the season ended each year, the juniors on the team felt motivated to be champions 
again when they became seniors.” 

 Despite all the success that Montevallo was having at the state level, their greatest competition and rivalry was just 10 
miles up the road.  Thompson High School, which com-
peted in the larger 3A classification, was the Bulldogs’ 
toughest opponent, as the Warriors won state champion-
ships in their own class in 1976 and 1977.   

 Even though MHS was the smaller school, they were 
able to defeat Thompson on several occasions throughout 
the 1970’s, and often had to move their games to the Uni-
versity of Montevallo because the crowds were too large 
for the high school gymnasiums. 

 The former Montevallo players both recognized that if they had the same rules that basketball teams have today, their 
teams might have been untouchable.  They said that if the three-point line would have existed when they played, Montevallo 
teams would have been scoring over 100 points per game. 

 Bell credits the entire school and community for what the team was able to accomplish. “We had great support from the 
students, teachers, and the whole town,” he said.  “We had great teachers and coaches who motivated us.  You have great 
teachers who motivate you.  Even though you may not understand it now, later on in life, you will remember the things that 
they are telling you.” 

 Both White and Bell agreed that in the end, all the hard work paid off.  They said that any team that has a great work ethic 
can be successful, but that the effort has to come on and off the court. For not only these two players, but for all the others 
who either grew up or still live in the Prentice Village area, the pride from all those years ago is still as strong as ever. 

Franklin Bell and Henry White tell  

PVV staff that practice and good 

communication are the keys to a 

winning basketball team. 

“We had great teachers and coaches who motivated us.  

You have great teachers who motivate you.  Even though 

you may not understand it now, later on in life, you will 

remember the things that they are telling you.” 

—Franklin Bell 
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We sat down with Dr. John Stewart, President of the University of Montevallo, to ask him a few ques-
tions about his job, what he thinks about the town and campus, and his opinion on the work being done 
in the Prentice Village area. 

Dr. Stewart came to Montevallo after serving as Vice President at Flagler College in St. Augustine, 
Florida.  Since he came to UM, he has accomplished many great things, including increasing freshman 
enrollment, raising the number of students living on campus, and increasing alumni donations to the 
university. 

The first question we asked him was, “Are you proud to be president of our university?”  He replied, 
“Very much so.  It’s a wonderful university and I knew it was a great place when I took the job as presi-
dent.” 

Even though he already had an idea about how great it was, Stewart’s opinion of Montevallo just got 
better after his arrival here. “Until I actually moved here and had the opportunity to get to know all the 
faculty, teachers, and students, I didn’t realize just how wonderful it was,” he said. 

When we asked him specifically about the Prentice Village Task Force, Dr. Stewart said that most of 
what he knows, he learned from Mayor Hollie Cost, who is also a faculty member at UM. 

“According to what I have heard from Dr. Cost, it seems like there could be a lot of improvement for 
your school (MMS) and the community close to it if everyone is comfortable with it,” he said. 

He added, “I can tell you guys that a lot of the grant money is going toward things that aren’t noticed by 
citizens every day, like new sewer lines and roads.” 

We concluded by asking Dr. Stewart if there was anything about our town that he thought needs chang-
ing.  He pointed out all the things that the university, the city, and the county have been doing in recent months: “I think that in the 
last two or three years, we have had a great partnership with the city and the county.  It’s been very constructive and we’ve been 
able to fix up things downtown that none of us could have done on our own, but together we’ve been able to do it.” 

Dr. Stewart continued, “We’ve got a new classroom being built on Main Street.  I think that will bring a lot of UM students downtown 
and they will spend their money in our city’s shops and restaurants.  We’re also adding a new Barnes & Noble bookstore on Main 
Street, which will add what we really need—activity and more business downtown.” 

So far, we think that Dr. Stewart is not only doing a great job at the University of Montevallo, but he is helping bring UM and the city 

closer together. 

Stewart Reflects on Life as UM President and  

Improvements in the Downtown Area 
By McKenzie, Caroline, and Calyn 

Dr. Stewart told PVV 
staff about all the    

exciting improvements 

going in on Montevallo!  

Visit the Office of Global and Community      

Outreach at 845 Valley Street or contact us at 

servicelearning@montevallo.edu! 


