
story house about three miles from town, known in its day as "Holly-
brook." Davis Falls (sometimes mistakenly called Davies Falls), form-
ed by a creek on this farm, has long been a favorite recreation spot
for young people in the area. A son of this family married into the
Perry family and built the house on Middle Street long known as
the Davis house but now as the Wesley House of the Methodist
Church.

Somewhere in the area between Dogwood and Montevallo lived
Thomas McHenry, the McLeroys (daughters of this family married
into the Perry and Moore families, later referred to), the Thomas
Arnolds, and the Harrisons. Nathaniel Harrison, great grandfather of
Henry, Frank, and George Harrison, came with his family in covered
wagons in 1818.

Near Moore's Crossroads the Joseph Cunninghams and the Sam-
uel Bowdons settled in 1818. In the Spring Creek area were the
Frosts and the Alexanders. In the valley where Westinghouse is now
located settled the Charles Richardsons, the first to be buried in what
is known as the Richardson Cemetery (sometimes called Randall
Cemetery) on the hill above the present Lawler homes. The sons of
the Richardsons moved out of the county, but one daughter married
into the Randall family above referred to (the Randall home, one
of the oldest structures about, still stands on Highway 25), and an-
other daughter married P. D. Meroney, who came in the 1830's and
settled on the farm north of Montevallo now owned by the McEntees.
Near Wilton lived Noah Hazzard, one of the early ministers of the
Shoal Creek Baptist Church and charter member of the Montevallo

Randall home, one of the oldest in the area.
Now Rochester's home on Highway 25.
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First Baptist Church. Early records give the names of others but little
information about them. Among them was Ezekiel Henry, cousin of
Patrick Henry, and father-in-law of James Nabors. His tomb is in
the Montevallo Cemetery. James Nabors, uncle of French Nabors,
though not listed in the 1820 census must have come to the county
soon afterward; for Dr. Teague lists him as an early resident, a great
temperance fighter and organizer who served in the state legislature.
John Prentice was an early merchant in Montevallo and probably
lived in the town proper. He owned slaves from whom the Black
family of Prentice in Montevallo descended.

Another prominent citizen who owned a great deal of land on
both sides of Shoal Creek was T. T. Walker who built a mill on the
creek in 1823. Either he or his son, Judge E. S. Walker, built the
old house where Dr. Acker had his office for many years at the cor-
ner of Shelby and Island Streets. This house was occupied by the Sam
Latham family from about 1890 until 1948. The rock wall that once
surrounded the house still stands. Mr. Walker, a native of Hancock
Co., Georgia, came to Bibb County in 1819 and to Montevallo in
1820. He was in charge of the section of the star route established
in Montevallo in the early 1820's.

Just outside the present city limits, where the Ashville (Siluria)
Road crosses Shoal Creek, still stands Perry Hall, now occupied by
the Mahlers. A history of the house and the Perry family has been
written recently by Major General Thomas deShazo, great grandson
of the builder. It sheds a good deal of light on farm life in this area
before the Civil War. Jacob Perry moved with his friend, William
Moore (from whom Moore's Crossroads gets its name) before 1824 to
Shelby County; and in 1834 built Perry Hall. Based on information
gained from diaries kept by Jacob Perry and other members of the
family, General deShazo gives the following details concerning the
Perry plantation:

"This was the period of expansion of cotton culture in the South
(1840-1860). The Perry Hall plantation expanded and prospered. The
number of slaves was increased to twelve. At several points in his
diary, Jacob noted that he had twelve plows going in the cotton fields
that day. He kept books on farm costs and production. From 1840 to
1850, his net profits ran from $5,000 to $8,000 per year. During the
1850's they were higher, and in 1859 and I860 they were $16,000 for
each year. By the standards of the time, this was high income indeed.
Jacob stated his creed as, 'The land must first produce ample food for
man and beast, and then produce crops for profit.'

"There were orchards and vineyards, vegetable gardens (diary en-
trance each spring, "My wife and I sewed (sic) garden seed today"),
poultry and dairy barns and hog barns. Quarter^ for slaves were com-
fortably built and well located. These were standing into the 20th
century and well in the memory of_jhe-'"writer and his generation.
There were large barns for the work animals and storage buildings for
machinery and produce. A dam was built on Shoal Creek and a mill-
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