
Rev. Joseph Prentice

The family is shown in the accompanying photograph. They are
(left to right): Front Row - Etta, Lillie, Frank, Laura Louise
(Frank's wife), Idalee (baby) and William. Back Row - Fannie
(George's wife), Susie, George, Burke, Frank, Jr. and Isaac. Sub-
mitted by: Becky Holcombe Bolton, 1420 Linda Vista Drive, Birming-
ham, AL 35226-3518
Sources: Oral History, as told to me by my mother (Idalee Moody Hol-
combe) and from documents of transactions of my Grandfather, (Hon.
F.S. Moody) and minutes of the 1st Board of Trustees.

Montevallo's Prentice High School
Montevallo Negro High School - later to be known as Prentice

High School - officially opened its doors in 1950. Prior to its cre-
ation, black students in the area who wanted to go beyond the
ninth grade were bussed to Columbiana to County Training School.

First steps toward the establishment of the school were made in
February, 1948, when a motion passed during a meeting of the
County Board of Education to have plans made for building a high
school in Almont. In May of '48, the site was moved to Montevallo
and the suggested property (a 15 acre tract on Selma Road known
as the old Kendrick property) was purchased from a prominent

black business man -
Hampton D. Lee and
his wife, Exie Patric
Lee - for the sum of
$3750.00.

The building, set
to be finished in
September of 1949,
was not completed
until March of 1950.
During the time from
September to March,
students attended
classes in the Mason-
ic Hall, Ward Chapel
AME Church and
Pilgrim Rest Church.

The 1949-1950 faculty was headed up by Luther L. Penn as
principal. Samual Maull and Marie Peoples were sponsors for the
first graduating class. The 62 member class held their ceremony
utilizing a platform for a stage in one of two adjoining rooms that
could be opened into one by means of a movable wall.

In September of 1950, it was obvious that more space was need-
ed and six additional classrooms plus a home economics area were
added to the original six room structure. A combination auditori-
um - gym was completed in March, 1955.

Between 1951 and 1954, mail delivery became a problem
because of confusion between the names of the all-white Monteval-
lo High School and M.N.H.S. A group of citizens met and decided
to rename the school in honor of a long-time resident and leading
citizen - the Rev. Joseph Prentice.

With the renam-
ing of the school, and
the addition of com-
petitive sports to the
program, a true
"identity" became
established. Green
and gold were chosen
as school colors and
a mascot - the drag-
on - was selected.

C.P. Everett
became principal
upon the retirement
of Mr. Penn in 1960
and in September,

construction of two more classrooms and a lunch room were
approved.

In 1965, George Dailey was named principal - at a time when
decisions and guidelines were being issued from Washington, D.C.
concerning the desegregation of public schools. The days of all-
black Prentice High were numbered.

In 1968, a Freedom of Choice letter was distributed to all stu-
dents giving them the opportunity to attend the school of their
choice for the 1968-69 term. Some teachers long associated with
Prentice became a part of the faculty of Montevallo High. One of

Prentice High School

these teachers, Mrs. Blanche Coger, who had been a part of the
Prentice faculty since the school's opening 1949-50 term, was espe-
cially revered. Her students and co-workers, both black and white,
had great respect for her and honored her in a special tribute at a
reunion of all Prentice classes held in 1989.

The final 1969-70 faculty for Prentice was composed of Mr. Dai-
ley, principal; Mrs. Junnie Craig, Mr. Charles Kidd, Mr. Arthur
Greenlea, Mrs. Jewel Dailey, Mrs. Margaret Bergstresser, Mr.
Glen Hale, Mrs. Judy Smitherman, and Ms. Delois Patrick. Fur-
ther directives from the Justice Department called for the closing
of the four Shelby County Negro High Schools and the final gradu-
ation class of Prentice held their exercise. Submitted by: Emily V.
Pendleton and Kathlyn Boyd Lathion (Retired Shelby County teachers
and graduates respectively of MHS and PHS), 1630 Ashville Road,
Montevallo, AL 35115. Photo of Mr. Prentice courtesy of Tina Grant

Mount Era School
Little information is available on Mount Era School, but many

references to the school were made in the submitted stories. It was
located near the present Mount Era Methodist Church on Shelby
County Highway 26 East.

The accompanying photograph was made available by Mrs. Ruth
Naish Harris of Camp Branch. Mrs. Harris' mother, Iva Drucilla
Lynch Naish (1891-1980), and uncle, Sidney EH Lynch (1886-1959) are
pictured in the third row from the front. They are the taller boy and
small girl, shown side by side, in almost the exact center of the row.

Mount Era School, ca 1898-1900.

On the front row, the first seated girl (from the left) is thought
to be Mrs. Lennie Harless Payne, who was born on 2 July 1898. At
the age 102, she was able to view the photograph, verify the loca-
tion and identify the male teacher. He was Mr. Will McEwen, and
is shown in the back row, 7th from left. Reminding us that it was
in the days before daily automobile commutes, Mrs. Payne recalled
that Mr. McEwen had a family in Wilsonville but, at one time,
boarded with her family during the week, only returning home to
Wilsonville during the weekends. Submitted by: Patricia Crim
Dietlein, 1108 Crown Drive, Birmingham, AL 35235-1539

New Hope School
No information is available on New Hope School but many refer-

ence to the school were made in the Family Stories and one photo-
graph was available from the Archives.

New Hope School
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