
Reynolds Hall. Dr. M. L. Orr was brought in as Professor of Education
in the college and Superintendent of City Schools. It was at this time
that the Montevallo school system became a laboratory school for the
college and continued to be such until 1963.

In 1929 a new high school building was erected; in 1940 four
classrooms and an auditorium were added through a WPA project; in
1963 a gymnasium was added and at the same time a modern football
stadium and field were constructed off campus behind Crowe Village
on Island Street.

The Alice Boyd Building on Valley Street at the original site of
the Montevallo Public School was built in 1939 to house the Junior
High School. In 1948 the Vocational Building was constructed for the
Home Economics and Agriculture Departments. In 1964 a new elemen-
tary school was built for grades one through six just off Island Street
and the old building (Jeter) reverted to the college and now houses
the Department of Social Sciences.

During these years the town Blacks had their own separate schools.
In 1902 their teacher was H. G. Walker. Later Mrs. Anna 'copies had
charge. In 1954 a brick building was constructed. By 1966 the building
had been added to as many as five different times and a separate agri-
culture department built. The building was named Prentice High School.

In 1970 the dual system of schools was abolished and the for-
mer Prentice High School Building became the Montevallo Middle
School. Grades five through seven are presently housed there.

Another evidence that the town was achieving a more mature
status was the establishment of the Merchants and Planters Bank on
September 1, 1902. (There had been for a short period around 1897
another bank in Montevallo called the Shelby County Bank. One of
the officials, however, absconded with the money and the bank closed
after a short duration.)

Because many of the citizens had lost money in the Shelby County
Bank, great care was put into the financing and organizing of the
Merchants and Planters Bank to give investors complete security.
W. E. Holloway of Montgomery, C. L. Meroney and William Lyman
of Montevallo were elected president, vice-president, and cashier re-
spectively. Early records indicate that the new bank did have the con-
fidence of the community and that by the close of the opening day
deposits totaled $11,417.03. At the end of 1902 total assets were
$28,987.59.

The growth of the bank was steady until the depression years
of the early 1930's. C. L. Meroney, who had been elected president
in 1905, indicated that the outlook in 1930 appeared favorable. In
his report to the stockholders in the annual meeting in January 1930
he stated, "The building expansion which has taken place in Monte-
vallo during the past year has brought new and increased business
to the bank . . . The prospects for a continuation of the prosperity
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